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Wetherhy  House, 

WETHERBY. 

August,  195G. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Tadcaster  Rural  District  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

The  Vital  Statistics  for  1955  show  a  distinct  improvement 
on  those  for  the  previous  year.  In  common  with  the  rest  of 
the  country  the  birth  rate  was  increased  though  not  to  the 
same  extent  as  in  other  West  Riding  Rural  Districts.  The 
death  rate,  both  crude  and  standardised,  was  lower,  and  the 
infant  mortality  rate  showed  a  .substantial  decrease.  There 
was  no  death  reported  from  Tuberculosis. 

The  Council  can  he  satisfied  with  the  number  of  houses 
completed  in  1955. 

The  Health  Department  continued  its  activities  in  the 
Sium  Clearance  Scheme. 

I  am  glad  to  be  able  to  offer  hospitality  in  the  pages  of 
the  report  'to  my  colleague,  Mr.  Arthur  Wellings,  the  Engineer 
and  Surveyor,  who  has  done  so  much  to  improve  the  sewerage 
and  water  facilities  in  the  district.  I  consider  the  district  has 
much  to  thank  Mr.  Wellings  for  in  regard  to  improvement  of 
water  supplies  in  the  District  in  generai  and  in  the  Tadcaster 
Township  in  particular. 

Two  noteworthy  occasions  occurred  in  February  and 
March  when  you.  Sir,  became  the  first  wearer  of  the  Council’s 
badge  of  Chairmanship  and  officially  opened  the  1,000th  post 
war  house  built  by  the  Council. 

We  have  continued  to  receive  every  encouragement  and 
help  from  you.  Sir,  and  from  members  of  your  Council.  In 
particular  Mr.  Witheford  and  I  would  wish  to  acknowledge  the 
consideration  we  receive  from  the  Chairman  and  members  of 
the  Public  Health  Committee. 

For  my  own  part  it  is  a  pleasure  once  more  to  record  my 
indebtedness  to  the  Staff  of  the  Divisional  Health  Office  and  to 
colleagues  in  other  Depar'tments  of  the  Council  who  so  readily 
give  assistance. 


I  am.  Mr.  Chairman, 

Your  Obedient  Servant, 
RONALD  G.  SMITHSON, 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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PART  I.  REPORT  AS  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 


1.  GENERAL  STATISTICS 

Area  in  Acres  .  75,833 

Population,  1951  Census  .  26,951 

Populaiiion,  RegistTar-General’s  Estimate  Mid-1955  .  27,750 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  .  8,428 

Rateable  Value  31-3-56  £156,781 

Product  of  Id.  Rate  31-3-56  .  £589 

Disitrict  Council  General  Rate  1955/56  .  6/- 

County  Council  General  Rate  1955/56  .  15/6 

2.  EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEAR 

Male  Female  Total 

Live  Births:  Legitimate  .  197  ...  197  ...  394 

Illegitimate  .  7  ...  5  ...  12 

Totals  .  204  ...  202  ...  406 

Birth  rate  per  thousand  population  .  14.6 

Stillbirths  14.  Rate  per  thousand  total  births  .  33.3 

Illegitimate  live  births  represent  2.9  per  cent,  of  total  births. 

Total  deaths  from  all  causes  245. 

Crude  death  rate  per  thousand  population .  8.8 

Standardised  death  rate  per  thousand  population .  9.3 

Number  of  women  dying  in  or  in  consequence  of  childbirth  was  1.0 

Deaths  of  infants  under  one  year :  — 

All  infants  per  thousand  live  births  .  17  2 

Legitimate  infants  per  thousand  legitimate  live  births  (6)  15.2 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages) .  39.0 

Deaths  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  (all  ages)  .  0 

Deaths  from  Non-iPulmonary  Tuberculosis  (all  ages) .  0 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages) .  0 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough .  0 

Deaths  from  Gastritis,  Enteritis  and  Diarrhoea  (all  ages) .  2 
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TADCASTER  RURAL  DISTRICT 
COMPARABLE  VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEAR  1955 
Based  on  Registrar-GeneraPs  Figures 

Aggregate  England 

West  West  &  Wales 
Tadcaster  Riding  Riding  (Provl- 
Rural  Rural  Admin.  sional 


BIRTH  RATE 

District 

Districts 

County 

figures) 

(Per  1,000  estimated  population)  ... 

DIEATH  RATES : 

(All  i>er  1,000  estimated  population) 

14.6 

16.6 

15.3 

15.0 

All  Cause®  . 

Infective  and  Para.  Dis.  excl.  Tub., 

8.8 

9.6 

11.7 

11.7 

but  incl.  Syphilis  and  other  V.D. 

0.04 

0.07 

0.07 

* 

Tuberculosis,  Respiratory . 

— 

0.08 

0.11 

0.13 

Tuberculosis,  Other  . 

— 

0.02 

0.01 

0.02 

Cancer  . 

Vascular  Lesions  of  the  Nervous 

1.41 

1.54 

1.90 

2.06 

System  . 

1.19 

1.40 

1.90 

* 

Heart  and  Circulatory  . 

3.46 

3.55 

4.39 

* 

Respiratory  Diseases  . 

Maternal  Mortality :  — 

(Deaths  of  mothers  in  childbirth 

0.68 

1.03 

1.21 

* 

per  1,000  live  and  stillbirths)  ... 

2.38 

1.19 

0.67 

0.64 

Infant  Mortality  . 

17.2 

28.6 

26.2 

24.9 

Figures  not  available. 


COMPARABLE  VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  TADCASTER  RURAL  DISTRICT 

FROM  1941  TO  DATE 


Infant  Mortality  Rate 
(per  1,000  live  births) 

(X) 

26.50 

53.20 

30.60 

46.10 

50.50 

35.00 

43.00 

28.00 

24.30 

24.57 

18.80 

21.90 

33.50 

39.10 

17.20 

Deaths 

Under 
One  Year 

(ix) 

10 

18 

12 

20 

23 

16 

21 

12 

10 

10 

1 

7 

8 

14 

15 

7 

Rate  per  1,000 
Population 

(viii) 

12.10 

10.50 

12.00 

12.10 

13.10 

12.70 

11.50 

9.38 

11.28 

10.13 

10.00 

10.40 

10.90 

9.20 

i  8.80 

I 

Total 

(vii) 

1 

291 

250 

284 

274 

295 

305 

282 

237 

288 

272 

271 

281 

294 

256 

245 

Live  Births 

Rate  per  1,000 
Population  | 

(vi) 

14.40 

14.20 

16.60 

19.10 

20.20 

18.90 

19.90 

16.78 

16.10 

15.16 

13.80 

13.60 

15.60 

13.90 

14.60 

! 

Total 

(V) 

347 

438 

391 

432 

455 

455 

488 

424 

411 

407 

372 

366 

418 

384 

406 

Natural  Variation 

Increase  —  Decrease 

(iii)  (iv) 

1  1  1  M  1  M  1  1  1  1  1  1  1 

i 

56 

188 

107 

158 

160* 

150 

206 

187 

123 

135 

101 

85 

124 

128 

161 

Estimated 
Population  at 
Mid-year 

(ii) 

24,040 

23,650 

20.530 
22,610 
22,510 
20,060 
24,550 
25,260 

25.530 
26,850 
26,980 
26,980 
26,880 
27,680 
27,750 

1 

Year  i 

(i)  ! 

1 

1941 

1942 

1943 

1944 

1945 

1946 

1947 

1948 

1949 

1950 

1951 

1952 

1953 

1954 

19.55 
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CAUSES  OF  CIVILIAN  DEATHS 
Registrar-General’s  Abridged  List  of  Causes  of  Deaths  in  the 


District  during  1955 

Number 


1. 

Cause 

Tuberculosis  (Respiratory)  . 

Male 

Female  Total 

2. 

Tuberculosis  (Other)  . 

— 

— 

— 

3. 

Syphilitic  Disease  . 

— 

— 

— 

4. 

Diphtheria  . 

— 

— 

— 

5. 

Whooping  Cough  . 

— 

— 

— 

6. 

Meningococcal  Infections . 

— 

— 

— 

7. 

Acute  Po'lli'omyelitis  . 

— 

— 

— 

8. 

Measles  . 

. — ■ 

— - 

— 

9. 

Other  Infective  and  Paraslitic  Diseases 

— 

1 

1 

10. 

Malignant  Neoplasm  ('Stomach)  . 

3 

2 

5 

11. 

Malignant  Neoplasm  (Lung  Bronchus) 

5 

— 

5 

12. 

Malignant  Neoplasm  (Breast)  . 

— 

3 

3 

13. 

Malignant  Neoplasm  (Uterus)  . 

— 

1 

1 

14. 

Other  Malignant  and  Lymphatic  Neoplasms  ... 

15 

8 

23 

15. 

Leukaemia  (Aleukaemia)  . 

1 

1 

2 

16. 

Diabetes  . 

— 

1 

1 

17. 

Vascular  Lesions  of  Nervous  System  ... 

14 

19 

33 

18. 

Coronary  Disease  (Angina)  . 

28 

16 

44 

19. 

Hypertension  with  Heart  Disease . 

2 

3 

5 

20. 

Other  Heart  Disease . 

18 

20 

38 

21. 

Other  Circulatory  Dliteease . 

5 

4 

9 

22. 

Influenza  . 

— 

1 

1 

23. 

Pneumonia  . 

1 

2 

3 

24. 

Bronchitis  . 

10 

3 

13 

25. 

Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory  System' ... 

— 

2 

2 

26. 

Ulcer  of  'Stomach  and  Duodenum . 

1 

2 

3 

27. 

Gastritis,  Enteritis  and  Diarrhoea 

1 

1 

2 

28. 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis' . 

— 

1 

1 

29. 

Hyperplasia  of  Prostate  . 

4 

— 

4 

30. 

Pregnancy,  Childblirth,  Abortion . 

— 

1 

1 

31. 

Congenital  Malformations  . 

. — 

— • 

— • 

32. 

Other  Defined  and  Ill-defined  Diseases 

14 

18 

32 

33. 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents . 

4 

1 

5 

34. 

All  Other  Aooidents:  . 

5 

2 

7 

35. 

Suicide  . 

1 

— 

1 

36. 

Homicide  land  Operations  of  War . 

— 

— 

— 

Total  .  132  113  245 


From  the  Registrar-General’s  list  of  causes  of  death  in  the 
District  during  1955  it  will  be  seen  that  the  most  frequent  causes 
of  death,  the  number  of  deaths  so  registered  and  the  correspond¬ 
ing  death  rates  per  thousand  population  were 

1.  Heart  and  Circulatory  ...  87  deaths  equivalent  to  adeath  rate  of  3.46 

2.  Cancer  . 39  deaths  equivalent  to  a  death  rate  of  1.41 

3.  Intra  Cranial  Vascular 

Lea'ions  . 33  deaths  equivalent  to  a  death  rate  of  1.19 

4.  Bronchitis  . 13  deaths  equivalent  to  a  death  rate  of  0.47 

5.  Accidents  . 12  deaths  equivalent  to  a  death  rate  of  0.43 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 


For  further  details  of  the  Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the 
Area  the  reader  should  consult  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector’s 
report  which  appears  later. 

Housing 

As  forecast  in  the  report  for  1954  the  number  of  houses 
completed  during  1955  showed  a  substantial  increase. 

The  re-housing  from  the  Bowers  Row  Clearance  area  was 
completed  during  the  year.  Needless  to  say  much  of  the  time  of 
the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspecytor  and  Medical  Officer  of  Health  was 
taken  up  by  inspection  of  property  included  in  the  Five  Year 
Slum  Clearance  Programme.  The  Council  has  been  prompt 
in  arranging  re-housing  facilities  wherever  possible. 

Irritation  has  been  caused  in  the  Parish  of  Sherburn-in- 
Elmet  owing  to  the  faci  that  the  brick  built  Hostel  there  had 
stood  empty  for  a  considerable  time.  These  premises  have  now 
been  acquired  by  a  commercial  undertaking  for  conversion  into 
housing  accommodation  for  workers  on  the  new  project  for 
gypsum  mining  in  that  part  of  the  district.  Similarly  the  former 
Agricultural  Hostel  in  Sherburn-in-Elmet  has  been  acquired  by 
the  Yorkshire  Farmers  Bacon  Factory  as  a  food  preparation 
establishment. 

A  project  was  started  in  Micklefield  to  erect  Old  Peoples 
Bungalows  at  low  cost.  This  development  will  be  watched  with 
very  great  interest  in  view  of  the  way  in  which  the  Slum  Clear¬ 
ance  Survey  has  thrown  into  relief  the  problem  of  re-housing 
of  the  aged. 

It  was  in  June,  1955,  that  the  Council  gave  instructions  for 
the  preparation  of  a  Differential  Rents  Scheme  for  the  area. 

Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal,  and  Water  Supply 

I  am  indebted  to  my  colleague,  Mr.  Arthur  Wellings,  the 
Council’s  Engineer  and  Surveyor,  for  the  following  comments 
on  the  principle  activities  of  the  Works  Management  Committee 
during  1955 : — 

“  Limitation  on  capital  expenditure  continues  to  handicap 

progress  in  the  Council’s  Schemes. 

Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal 

(a)  Tenders  were  obtained  for  the  Bishopthorpe  and 
Copmanthorpe  Scheme,  and  are  being  investigated ; 

(b)  The  Scheme  for  Appleton  Roebuck,  Bolton  Percy,  and 
Ulleskelf  was  the  subject  of  an  Inquiry,  as  a  result  of 
which  the  question  of  utilising  the  Air  Ministry  Works 
at  Church  Fenton  is  being  investigated. 

(c)  The  Tadcaster  and  several  smaller  schemes  are  still 
held  up. 
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Water 

The  Scheme  to  implement  the  Tadcaster  Water  Supply 
was  approved  by  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Govern¬ 
ment,  and  authority  was  given  for  the  main  laying,  and  work 
commenced.  The  reservoir  has  not  yet  been  approved.  This 
Scheme,  which  provides  for  bringing  water  from  Leeds  at 
a  cost  of  £126,000,  will  supersede  the  Bilbrough  Pumping 
Station,  except  as  an  emergency  standby,  and  provide  soft 
water  over  a  much  wider  area. 

Consideration  was  given  to  supplying  water  to  the 
Milford  Junction  area,  but  it  was  considered  economically 
impracticable.  Preliminary  investigations  have  been  made 
into  the  implementation  of  the  supply  to  the  Kippax  Area, 
which  is  suffering  increasingly  from  shortage. 

A  piped  supply  has  been  laid  to  Newthorpe  Barracks 
where  the  well  supplies  had  failed.” 


PREVALENCE  AND  CONTROL  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 


The  following  cases  of  Infectious 
during  the  year  : — 

Disease 

were 

Cases 
sent  to 

notified 

Disease 

Total 

Hospital 

Deaths 

Scarlet  Fever . 

20 

1 

— 

Whooping  Cough  . 

104 

1 

— 

Poliomyelitis  . 

4 

3 

— 

Measles  . 

445 

1 

— 

Acute  Pneumonia  . 

16 

1 

3 

Erysipelas  . 

4 

— 

— 

Food  Poisoning  . 

5 

— 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia . 

1 

— 

— 

Typhoid  Fever  (not  confirmed)  ... 

1 

— 

— 

Malaria  . 

COMMENTS : 

1 

1 

— 

The  case  of  Typhoid  Fever  was  not  confirmed. 

The  causative  organism  in  the  case  of  Food  Poisoning  was 
not  detected. 

The  large  number  of  cases  of  measles  constitutes  the 
periodic  outbreak  of  the  disease.  Fortunately  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  has  no  knowledge  of  any  untoward  results 
having  occurred. 


TUBERCULOSIS 

The  following  figures  show  the  state  of  the  register  at 
31-12-55 

Pulmonary  Non-Pulmonary 

M.  F.  M.  F.  Total 

40  41  13  12  106 

This  is  a  nett  increase  of  11  cases  over  the  figures  at  31-12-54. 
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CIVILIAN  TUBERCULOSIS 


Analysis  of  new  notifications  and  deaths  from  Tuberculosis 
during  year : — 

New  Cases  Deaths 


Age  Pulmonary  Non-Pulmonary  Pulmonary  Non-Pulmonary 

M.  F.  M.  F.  M.  F.  M.  F. 

0-1  .  1  — 

1-5 .  1  — 

5-15 .  1  1 

15-25 .  2  3 

25-35  .  2  — 

35-45  .  2  — 

45-55  .  2  — 

55-65  .  —  — 

•65  and  over  —  — 


1  — 

1  — 

1  — 

—  2 


Service  Cases ;  Nil. 
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PART  II.  REPORT  AS  DIVISIONAL  MEDICAL  OFFICER 


The  Minister  of  Health  has  asked  that  details  of  the  duties 
and  qualifications  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  should  appear 
in  the  Annual  Health  Report.  Information  with  regard  to  the 
duties  of  your  Medical  Officer  of  Health  might  also  be  welcomed 
by  new  members  of  the  District  Council  especially. 

When  the  West  Riding  County  Council  started  the  Scheme 
of  Divisional  Health  Administration  in  1947  it  was  agreed  that 
the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  to  the  group  of  District  Councils 
concerned  should  undertake  day  by  day  administration  of  the 
.services  for  which  the  County  Council  are  responsible  under 
Part  III  of  the  National  Health  Act  of  1946.  These  duties 
cover  most  of  the  personal  Health  Services  such  as  the  School 
Medical  Service,  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Service,  the 
Domiciliary  Nursing  Service,  the  Domiciliary  Mental  Health 
Service,  and  such  duties  as  Care  and  After  Care  Service  for  the 
Tliberculous  and  the  condue;  of  preventative  measures  against 
disease.  It  will  be  reali.sed  that  each  of  these  services  is 
composed  of  many  parts,  e.g.,  the  School  Medical  Service  involves 
routine  inspections  by  School  Nurses  to  maintain  the  standard 
of  cleanliness  in  Schools ;  the  medical  examination  at  stated 
intervals  of  all  children  in  County  Schools  ;  and  the  more  detailed 
consideration  of  individual  children  which  has  to  be  carried  out 
when  a  child  is  recommended  for  special  educational  treatment 
in  a  School  situate  in  the  area  or  at  a  Residential  School  many 
miles  away.  Similarly  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  has  to 
concern  himself  with  admissions  to  Maternity  Hospital  Accom¬ 
modation  under  the  Scheme  for  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare 
work  where  the  admission  is  obtained  on  sociological  as  opposed 
to  obstetrical  and  medical  grounds. 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  in  this  Division,  comprising 
the  two  Rural  Districts  of  Tadcaster  and  Wetherby,  has  the 
assistance  of  one  whole-time  Assistant  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
and  the  sessional  assistance  to  the  equivalence  of  a  further 
whole-time  Assistant  from  the  General  Practitioners  whose 
names  appear  under  the  detailed  list  of  Personnel  at  the 
beginning  of  this  report.  In  the  main  the  Private  Practitioner 
Colleagues  named  conduct  Infant  Welfare/Ante-Natal  Clinic 
sessions  throughout  the  Division,  but  Dr.  Phillips  spends  the 
bulk  of  his  se.ssional  time  carrying  out  routine  School  Medical 
Inspection  work. 

Reference  to  the  details  of  Personnel  engaged  in  the 
Divi.sional  Health  Organisation  provides  an  outline  of  the  Staff 
available  here. 

The  only  vacancy  on  the  31st  December,  19.5.5,  was  that  of 
Physiotherapist  in  the  Orthopaedic  Service. 
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SCHOOL  MEDICAL  SERVICE 

Each  School  in  the  area  was  visited  by  a  School  Medical 
Officer  at  least  once  for  routine  Medical  Inspection  of  children 
aged  5,  8, 11  and  14  years.  The  total  number  of  Routine  Medical 
Examinations  was  2,825.  1,273  re-inspections  of  defects  found 

at  previous  examinations  were  recorded,  and  16  special 
examinations  were  performed  at  the  request  of  Heads  of  Schools. 
257  individual  children  were  found  to  have  268  defects  requiring 
treatment,  and  out  of  the  total  number  of  children  examined, 
1,816  defects  were  noted  for  further  observation  at  subsequent 
examinations.  0.49%  of  the  children  seen  were  estimated  to 
be  below  average  nutrition. 

We  continue  to  arrange  for  each  School  Nurse  to  examine 
all  the  children  in  her  Schools  for  cleanliness  of  body  and  head 
after  each  principal  School  holiday.  16,397  such  examinations 
were  recorded  and  resulted  in  145  children  being  found  to  have 
signs  of  infestation  with  lice. 

We  share  common  experience  in  that  children  found  to  have 
signs  of  infestation  repeatedly  come  from  the  same  families. 
On  the  whole  the  record  of  cleanliness  in  our  Schools  is  quite 
satisfactory. 

Three  Minor  Ailment  Clinics  at  Swillington,  Tadcaster  and 
Wetherby  dealt  with  52  cases  during  the  course  of  the  year. 

The  Dental  Officers  working  in  the  Division  report  the 
following  Statistics  in  respect  of  their  work : — 

Total 


Number  of  children  inspected .  7,347 

Number  of  children  found  to  require  treatment .  5,036 

Number  of  children  offered  treatment .  4,451 

Number  of  children  treated  .  2,286 

Number  of  attendances .  3,309 

Number  of  extractions : 

Temporary  teeth .  2,150 

Permanent  teeth  .  234 

Number  of  general  anaesthetics  .  6 

Number  of  fillings : 

Temporary  teeth  .  199 

Permanent  teeth  .  2,758 

Number  of  other  treatments  : 

Temporary  teeth  .  42 

Permanent  teeith  .  188 


The  arrangements  for  Consultative  Clinics  continued  to 
operate  in  the  same  way  as  last  year  with  the  following  results  : 

Eye  Clinic 

416  children  were  examined,  spectacles  were  prescribed  in 
215  cases  and  I  understand  spectacles  were  obtained  in  242 
cases. 
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Ear,  Nose  and  Throat  Clinic 

62  children  made  87  attendances  at  the  Monthly  Clinic  and 
21  were  referred  for  operative  treatment. 

Orthopaedic  Clinic 

71  children  attended  the  11  sessions  on  118  occasions.  23 
were  referred  for  treatment. 

Paediatric  Clinic 

22  children  made  29  attendances  at  7  sessions. 

In  addition,  13  children  from  this  Division  were  seen  at  the 
special  Cardiac  Centre  at  Harrogate  General  Hospital. 

Speech  Therapy  Clinic 

37  children  received  treatment  at  140  sessions. 

Physically  Handicapped  Children 

Our  records  show  that  the  following  numbers  of  children 
from  this  area  are  in  attendance  at  Residential  Schools. 


Type  of  School  Number 

Educationally  Sub-normal  .  10 

Blind  .  6 

Maladjusted  .  2 

Deaf  .  8 

Delicate  .  1 

Orthopaedic  .  5 

Epileptic  .  2 


It  has  occurred  to  me  recently  that  the  provisions  of  the 
Education  Act  of  1944  in  regard  to  Handicapped  Children  should 
be  more  widely  known.  I  have  in  mind  particularly  the 
opportunity  presented  to  parents  or  Doctors  concerned  with 
a  Handicapped  Child  to  call  upon  the  Education  Authority  as 
soon  as  the  child  has  reached  the  age  of  2  years  to  arrange  for 
a  special  medical  examination  with  a  view  to  deciding  if  special 
educational  facilities  are  indicated.  This  does  not  mean  that 
the  child  will  be  sent  away  from  home  immediately  but  such  a 
consultation  often  allays  parental  apprehension  with  regard  to 
a  child’s  future.  On  several  occasions  one  has  found  such 
parents  under  great  distress  because  they  were  unaware  that 
provision  for  their  children  can  be  made  out  of  Public  Funds. 

MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE 

Clinic  Facilities.  In  order  to  provide  Clinic  facilities  in 
the  villages  of  Scholes  and  Bramham  and  also  on  the  new 
Swarcliffe  Estate  built  by  the  Leeds  Corporation  in  the  Parish 
of  Barwick-in-Elmet,  arrangements  were  made  for  the  Mobile 
Clinic  to  spend  a  one  hour  session  fortnightly  in  each  place. 
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This  means  that  the  Mobile  Unit  visiting  this  area  for  three 
days  per  fortnight  now  operates  at  nine  points.  This  service 
is  additional  to  the  ten  regular  sessions  which  still  continue  to 
be  held  in  permanent  buildings  in  the  Division.  Details  of 
these  Clinic  sessions  will  be  found  in  extensio  elsewhere  in  the 
report. 

The  total  attendance  at  permanent  Clinics  in  the  Division 
was  1,080  children  who  attended  on  6,876  occasions,  and  103 
expectant  mothers  who  attended  on  379  occasions.  29  mothers 
attended  for  Post-Natal  Examination. 

The  Mobile  Clinic  was  attended  on  1,492  occasions  for  Infant 
Welfare  purposes,  and  36  attendances  were  made  by  10 
Expectant  Mothers  for  Ante-Natal  Care. 

Distribution  of  Welfare  Foods.  The  Department  continued 
responsibility  for  the  sale  of  Welfare  Foods  in  the  Division 
throughout  the  year.  New  Centres  were  opened  at  Collingham, 
Cowthorpe,  Little  Ribston,  Long  Marston,  and  Stutlon  by 
courtesy  of  Mesdames  Wrigglesworth,  Haddock,  Moorhouse, 
Newton,  and  Wilson  respectively.  All  these  ladies  volunteered 
to  sell  the  foods  in  the  villages  concerned  without  payment. 

The  Volunteer  Centres  formerly  held  in  Ledsham  and 
Scholes  have  now  been  closed  and  are  now  served  by  the  Mobile 
Clinic  on  its  fortnightly  visit.  In  total,  13,992  tins  of  National 
Dried  Milk,  24,779  bottles  of  Orange  Juice,  4,591  buttles  of  Cod 
Liver  Oil  and  1,431  packets  of  Vitamin  Tablets  were  sold  in  the 
area  during  the  course  of  the  year.  This  is  a  slight  decrease 
in  the  sale  of  Dried  Milk  hut  repi-e.sents  an  increased  issue  of 
the  other  products. 


Health  Visiting. 

The  statistics 

covering  the 

work 

of  the 

Health 

Visitors  in 

the  Division 

during 

the 

year 

under 

consideration  are  as  follows  : — 

Number 

of 

children 

under 

S  years 

Children 

Children 

of  age 

Expectant 

Children  under 

age  1 

age  2 

Tuber. 

visited 

Mothers 

1  year  of  age 

and 

but 

culous 

during 

First  Total 

First  Total 

under 

under 

House¬ 

other 

year 

Visit  Visits 

Visit  Visits 

2  years 

5  years 

hold 

CasM 

(1) 

(2)  (3) 

(4)  (5) 

(6) 

(7) 

(8) 

(9) 

2,091 

195  518 

696  3,812 

1,815 

3,020 

7 

5,096 

As  a  result  of  a  Policy  decision  of  the  West  Riding  County 
Council  Health  Committee  every  effort  was  made  to  increase  the 
co-operation  between  Private  Practitioners  and  Health  Visitors 
working  in  the  area.  As  an  initial  step  the  County  Council 
authorised  the  installation  of  telephones  in  the  homes  of  Health 
Visitors.  Information  with  regard  to  the  Health  Visitors 
whereabouts  was  supplied  to  every  Practitioner  working  in  the 
area  and  an  offer  was  made  to  arrange  a  formal  meeting  between 
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the  Health  Visitor  for  the  district  and  any  Doctor  working  in 
the  area  who  had  not  previously  had  an  opportunity  of  meeting 
her.  In  the  event  no  requests  for  such  meetings  were  received 
hut  it  would  appear  that  a  closer  relationship  between  Practi¬ 
tioners  and  Health  Visitors  has  been  brought  about.  The 
Health  Visitors  here  are  undertaking  extended  duties  in 
accordance  with  the  desire  of  the  Ministry  of  Health.  The 
work  in  respect  of  Expectant  and  Nursing  Mothers,  Infants  and 
Toddlers  and  School  Children,  by  virtue  of  the  office  of  School 
Nurse,  continues  as  it  did  prior  to  the  National  Health  Service 
Act.  As  a  result  of  our  liaison  with  Hospitals  and  the 
responsibility  we  have  for  the  administration  of  the  Home  Help 
Service,  Health  Visitors  are  being  brought  more  and  more  into 
touch  with  the  needs  of  the  adult  and  aged  population. 

MATERNITY  HOME  ACCOMMODATION 


The  following  table  gives  an  indication  of  the  place  of 
confinement  of  mothers  normally  resident  here  who  bore  children 
during  1955 : — 


1st 

2nd 

1st 

2nd 

1st 

2nd 

Half 

Half 

Half 

Half 

Half 

Half 

1953 

1953 

1954 

1954 

1955 

1955 

Hazlewood  . 

127 

7 

— 

— 

— 

— 

York  Maternity  Hospitals  . . . 

13 

32 

32 

27 

39 

47 

Harrogate  General  Hospital 

41 

71 

57 

59 

69 

60 

Wakefield  Hospitals . 

• — 

34 

22 

27 

20 

22 

Castleford  . 

— 

. — • 

— 

— 

— 

3 

Leeds  Hospiials  . 

32 

45 

32 

35 

46 

33 

Otley  General  Hospital 

1 

2 

— 

— 

— 

1 

St.  Winifred’s,  Ilkley . 

— 

1 

— ■ 

— 

— 

— 

Other  Hospitals . 

— 

- — ■ 

— - 

— 

2 

3 

Private  Nursing  Homes  ... 

33 

39 

51 

45 

37 

42 

Home  Confinements  . 

114 

152 

140 

141 

151 

152 

The  purpose  of  inserting  this  Table  in  the  Report  is  to  give 
members  of  the  District  Council  an  opportunity  of  assessing  the 
results  of  the  closure  of  Hazlewood  Castle  Maternity  Home. 
In  my  view  the  remarkable  feature  is  that  Home  Confinements 
should  be  maintained  so  nearly  to  a  figure  of  50%  above  the 
experience  at  the  time  Hazlewood  was  still  operating.  Once 
again  it  demonstrates  the  distance  patients  have  to  go  to  reach 
Maternity  Home  Accommodation  from  this  area. 

Domiciliary  Midwifery 

16  Domiciliary  Nurses  carried  out  Midwifery  duties  during 
the  course  of  the  year.  One  of  these  ladies  died  in  the  service, 
one  resigned  on  reaching  retirement  age,  and  one  worked  for 
three  months  as  a  locum.  The  following  Table  gives  details  of 
the  Midwifer.v  work  carried  out: — 
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NUMBER  OF  DELIVERIES  ATTENDED  BY  MIDWIVES  IN 
THE  AREA  DURING  THE  YEAR— DOMICILIARY  CASES 


Doctor  not  booked 

Doctor  booked 

Doctor 
present  at 
delivery 

Doctor  not 
present  at 
delivery 

Doctor 
present  at 
delivery 

Doctor  not 
present  at 
delivery 

Totals 

Midwives  employed  by 
the  Authority 

4 

97 

65 

131 

297 

Midwives  in  Private 
Practice  (including 
Midwives  employed 
in  Nursing  Home) 

1 

5 

6 

Total 

4 

98 

70 

131 

303 

Number  of  cases  delivered  in  Institutions  but  attended  by 
domiciliary  midwives  on  discharge  from  Institutions 
before  the  fourteenth  day .  75 


Breast  Feeding 

Number  of  domiciliary  cases  in  which  the  infant  was  wholly 


breast  fed  at  the  fourteenth  day  . 

(78%)  234 

Statutory  Notices  received  from  Midwives 

1. 

Death  of  (a)  Mother . 

.  — 

(b)  Child  . 

.  — 

2. 

Stillbirths  . 

.  4 

3. 

Substitution  of  Artificial  Feeding . 

.  20 

4. 

Liability  to  be  a  source  of  infection . 

.  3 

5. 

Medical  Aids  issued  because  of  complications 
in/during : 

arising 

(a)  Pregnancy  . 

.  1 

(b)  Labour  . 

.  10 

(c)  Lying  In  . 

.  4 

(d)  The  Child . 

.  1 

Once  again  an  increased  number  of  mothers  availed  them¬ 
selves  of  facilities  for  receiving  Gas  and  Air  Analgesia.  166 
mothers  were  concerned  and  represents  55%  of  mothers  having 
babies  at  home. 

Pethedine  was  administered  on  70  occasions  under 
prescription  by  the  Private  Practitioner  in  charge  of  the  case 
and  similarly  18  cases  received  Trilene. 

Relaxation  Exercises  continue  to  be  offered  to  patients 
attending  the  Ante-Natal  Clinics. 
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HOME  NURSING  SERVICE 


The  16  ladies  who  were  empioyed  in  the 

Home  Nursing 

Service  during  the  year  carried 

out  the  work 

indicated  in  the 

following  Table : — 

Number  of  cases 

Number  of  visits 

attended  by 

paid  by 

Home  Nurses 

Home  Nurses 

during  the  year 

during  the  year 

(1)  Medical  . 

783 

17,342 

(2)  Surgical  . 

391 

612 

(3)  Infectious  Diseases  . 

1 

7 

(4)  Tuberculosis  . 

21 

552 

(5)  Maternal  complications 

5 

21 

Totals 

1,201 

24,034 

Patients  included  in  above  who 
were  aged  65  or  over  at  the 
time  of  the  first  visit  during 

the  year  . 

496 

14,290 

Children  included  in  above  who 
were  under  5  years  of  age  at 
the  time  of  the  first  visit 

during  the  year  . 

68 

454 

Patients  included  in  above  who 
have  had  more  than  24  visits 

during  the  year  . 

166 

8,681 

No  less  than  4,636  visits  were  made  for  the  purpose  of 
giving  injections  of  modern  therapeutic-  agents  prescribed  by 
Practitioners. 

PREVENTION  OF  ILLNESS— CARE  AND  AFTER  CARE 
(i)  Tuberculosis 

Mrs.  Askham  is  engaged  entirely  on  Tuberculous  Health 
Visiting  and  she  gives  whole-time  service  to  Division  9  except 
for  the  three  sessions  per  fortnight  when  she  is  engaged  in  a 
neighbouring  Division.  During  the  year  she  visited  1,735  times 
in  the  course  of  her  duties.  The  Chest  Physicians  tell  me  that 
31  children  known  to  be  contacts  of  patients  with  Tuberculosis 
received  vaccination  against  the  disease. 

Under  the  County  Council  Scheme  for  providing  extra 
nourishment  in  the  form  of  a  daily  milk  supply  56  patients  were 
granted  authority  to  receive  such  supplies.  In  consequence  of 
a  high  rate  of  positive  re-actors  to  the  Tuberculin  Test  in  one 
of  the  Schools  in  the  area  a  special  visit  by  the  Miniature  Mass 
Radiography  Unit  was  arranged.  Offers  to  carry  out  chest 
x-rays  were  made  to  every  child  in  the  School,  every  member  of 
the  teaching  and  domestic  staff  and  to  members  of  the  public  in 


21 


the  village  from  which  the  majority  of  the  children  came.  Out 
of  536  people  examined  one  inactive  case  of  Tuberculosis  was 
discovered.  From  the  point  of  view  of  discovering  the  cause  of 
the  high  positive  test  rate  the  visit  can  be  regarded  as  having 
been  a  failure. 

During  1955  it  was  possible  to  have  a  complete  year’s 
experience  of  the  Scheme  to  offer  vaccination  against 
Tuberculosis  to  older  school  children.  It  is  our  practice  to  visit 
each  School  attended  by  Senior  Scholars  three  times  per  year 
in  order  to  vaccinate  children  between  the  ages  of  13^  and  14 
years  as  nearly  as  possible  to  the  fourteenth  birthday.  Invita¬ 
tions  were  issued  to  389  parents  and  271  consents  were  returned. 
In  the  event  245  children  were  tested  to  ascertain  the  need  for 
vaccination.  100  were  positive  and  140  negative,  and  of  the 
negative  re-actors  140  were  vaccinated.  In  every  case  the 
vaccination  was  successful.  Towards  the  end  of  the  year  it 
was  decided  to  omit  the  post-vaccinal  test  at  6/8  weeks  after 
vaccination  in  favour  of  a  post-vaccinal  test  one  year  after 
vaccination.  30  of  these  “  year  later  ”  tests  were  carried  out 
and  in  all  except  one  case  the  immunity  persisted.  The  one 
negative  case  referred  to  was  no  longer  available  for 
re-vaccination.  We  regard  these  results  as  satisfactory. 

If  parents  realise  the  object  of  vaccination  against 
Tuberculosis  is  to  protect  children  from  uncontrolled  infection 
with  the  disease  in  the  years  immediately  following  entry  into 
employment  it  might  be  that  the  consent  rate  to  vaccination  will 
be  increased  even  higher  than  the  66§%  which  we  are 
experiencing  at  the  moment. 

(ii)  MENTAL  HEALTH  SOCIAL  WORK 

Miss  Glover,  the  Mental  Health  Social  Worker,  had  77  cases 
under  supervision  at  the  end  of  the  year.  She  also  continued 
occupational  therapy  as  far  as  lay  within  her  power  until  Mi.ss 
Bell  joined  the  Staff  in  the  latter  part  of  December. 


(iii)  DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION 


The  Scheme  for  Diphtheria  Immunisation  continued  along 
the  same  lines  as  in  previous  years,  it  being  found  that  the  best 
method  of  propaganda  in  a  Rural  Area  such  as  this  is  through 
the  efforts  of  Private  Practitioners  and  Health  Visitors.  The 
return  submitted  to  the  Ministry  in  respect  of  1955  reads  as 
follows : — 


Age  at  31-12-55 
i.e.  Born  in  Year  > 

Under  1 
1955 

1-4 

1954-1951 

5  9 

1950-1956 

10-14 

1945-1941 

Under  15 
Total 

Last  complete  course 
of  injections  (whether 
primary  or  booster) 

A.  1951-1955  . 

J)2 

1,513 

2,691 

1,715 

6,011 

B.  1950  or  earlier  ... 

— 

— 

753 

1,222 

1,975 

2‘2 


It  would  appear  that  only  about  60%  of  children  below 
School  age  are  being  immunised.  The  immunisation  carried  out 
at  all  sources  during  1955  are  shown  in  the  following  Table : — 

AGE  AT  FINAL  INJECTION 
Under  1.  1.  2.  3.  4.  5  to  9.  10  to  14.  Total 

1.  Number  of  children 
who  completed  a  full 
course  of  primary 
immunisation  (inc. 

temporary  residents)  94  260  64  18  12  122  31  601 

2.  Total  number  of 
children  who  were 
given  a  secondary  or 
re-inforcing  injection 
(i.e.,  subsequent  to 

complete  full  course)  6  475  107  588 

(iv)  WHOOPING  COUGH  VACCINATION 

From  records  in  possession  of  the  Department,  374  children 
were  vaccinated  against  Whooping  Cough  during  1955,  and 
there  appear  to  be  1,270  children  in  the  area  who  have  been 
vaccinated  to  date.  No  case  has  yet  come  to  my  notice  of  a 
child  contracting  Whooping  Cough  subsequent  to  vaccination. 
Where  requested  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  is  prepared  to 
arrange  for  any  suspected  case  to  be  subjected  to  bacteriological 
examination  as  a  confirmatory  measure.  This  offer  was 
accepted  on  one  occasion  last  year  with  negative  results.  It 
is  our  impression  that  mothers  are  prepared  to  subject  children 
to  vaccination  against  Whooping  Cough  much  more  readily  than 
to  immunisation  against  Diphtheria.  The  solution  to  this 
difficulty  undoubtedly  appears  to  be  the  use  of  a  combined 
antigen  and  the  particular  hazards  of  a  Rural  area  incline  one 
to  favour  the  incorporation  of  anti-tetanus  protection  at  the 
same  time. 

(v)  VACCINATION  AGAINST  SMALLPOX 

The  following  number  of  persons  were  vaccinated  against 
Smallpox : — 

Age  at  Date  of  Vaccination  Under  1  1  2  to  4  6  to  14  16  or  over  Total 

Number  Vaccinated  ...  217  151  31  44  20  463 

Number  Re-vaccinated  —  —  3  14  62  79 

These  figures  represent  less  than  25%  of  children  under  the 
age  of  2  years  being  vaccinated  against  Smallpox. 
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HOME  HELP  SERVICE 


The  Home  Help  Service  continues  to  be  widely  used  in  the 
Division,  and  towards  the  end  of  the  year  we  found  ourselves 
called  upon  to  stop  service  in  excess  of  the  establishment  at  our 
disposal.  The  following  number  of  cases  received  service  — 


1.  Maternity  (including  expectant  mothers)  .  61 

2.  Tuberculosis  .  1 

3.  Chronic  Sick,  including  aged  and  infirm  .  93 

4.  Others .  17 

172 

These  cases  received  36,478  hours’  service. 


In  order  to  be  fair  to  everyone  it  was  decided  to  approach 
those  cases  with  family  resources  which  apparently  could  help 
[hemselves  to  do  so.  By  these  means  we  ended  the  financial 
year  within  the  budget  provision  at  our  disposal. 

WELFARE  OF  THE  AGED 

The  Divisional  Medical  Officer  continued  as  Secretary  of 
the  Wetherby  Old  Peoples’  Executive  Committee  throughout  the 
year  and  also  continued  to  serve  as  a  member  on  the 
corresponding  Committee  in  Tadcaster.  It  is  gratifying  to  be 
able  to  report  that  interest  in  provision  for  the  Over  60’s 
continues  to  expand.  In  each  Rural  District  in  the  Division 
new  Darby  and  Joan  Clubs  were  formed  with  consequential 
provision  for  the  care  of  the  aged  in  their  own  homes. 

I  find  it  particularly  pleasing  to  hear  of  the  welcome  given 
to  members  of  the  Nursing  Staff  by  Parish  organisations  to  join 
in  the  work  of  caring  for  the  aged  throughout  the  district. 
This  welcome  is  extended  to  both  Health  Visitors  and  District 
Nurse/Midwives  and  I  am  sure  my  Staff  are  able  to  make  a 
worthwhile  contribution  as  a  result  of  their  intimate  knowledge 
of  the  needs  of  the  old  folks  they  meet  in  their  daily  work. 

CARE  OF  CHILDREN  NEGLECTED  OR  ILL  TREATED  IN 

THEIR  OWN  HOMES 

The  Divisional  Committee  consisting  of  Officers  having  an 
interest  in  the  care  of  children  in  their  own  homes  continued  to 
meet  every  other  month  throughout  the  year.  Some  of  the 
cases  which  came  up  for  consideration  as  Problem  Families 
present  great  difficulties  in  solution.  There  is  no  short  cut  to 
making  such  people  acceptable  citizens  but  by  dint  of 
co-ordinating  efforts  made  on  their  behalf.  The  long  term 
results  of  this  Committee’s  deliberations  prove  to  be  worthwhile. 
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TADCASTER  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


ANNUAL  UEPOUT 

of  the 

CHIEF  SANITARY  INSPECTOR 
FOR  THE  YEAR  1955 

Council  Offices,  TADCASTER. 
To:  The  Rural  District  Council  of  Tadcaster, 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Once  again,  I  have  the  privilege  of  submitting  for  your 
information,  the  Annual  Report  of  the  work  of  the  Sanitary 
Department  for  the  year  ending  the  31st  December,  1955. 

Geographically,  your  District  is  situate  in  lower 
Wharfedale  and  the  boundaries  are  contiguous  with  those  of 
the  Cities  of  Leeds  and  York ;  the  Borough  of  Castleford ;  the 
Urban  Districts  of  Rothwell  and  Garforth;  and  the  Rural 
Districts  of  Wetherby,  Nidderdale,  Derwent,  Selby,  and 
Osgoldcross.  No  changes  in  respect  of  the  boundaries  took 
place  during  the  year,  but  in  November  the  Council  were 
informed  by  the  Town  Clerk  of  Leeds  that  the  Corporation 
proposed  to  promote  a  Parliamentary  Bill  dealing  (inter  alia) 
with  boundaries  which  would  affect  the  parishes  of  Austhorpe 
and  Barwick-in-Elmet. 

The  Tadcaster  Rural  District  may  be  described  as  a 
typical  well-balanced  rural  unit,  particularly  in  respect  of  size, 
population  and  rateable  value.  The  administrative  centre  is 
Tadcaster,  the  present  modern  offices  being  opened  in  1937. 

Agriculture  is  the  predominant  industry,  including  much 
farm  land  in  the  Vale  of  York.  In  the  town  of  Tadcaster  itself 
there  is  an  old  but  extensive  brewing  industry.  Part  of  the 
western  side  of  the  district  is  on  the  eastern  edge  of  the  West 
Yorkshire  Coalfield,  and  several  villages  are  almost  entirely 
engaged  in  the  mining  of  coal.  Other  industries  are  the 
manufacture  of  weighing  machines ;  gas  works  plant ;  the 
building  of  motor  bus  and  coach  bodies ;  a  large  bacon  factory, 
and  considerable  railway  sidings  and  junction  activity.  There 
are  also  several  other  large  establishments  which  come  under 
the  control  of  the  responsible  departments  of  the  Crown. 

Two  main  trunk  roads  pass  through  the  district,  these 
being  the  A.l.  (The  Great  North  Road)  and  A.64.  (Leeds, 
Tadcaster,  York,  Malton  and  Scarborough  East-West  Road). 

Details  of  the  work  of  the  Department  will  be  found  in 
the  appended  report. 

I  take  this  opportunity  to  express  my  appreciation  of 
the  assistance  given  by  the  Chairman,  Members  and  Officials  of 
your  Council. 

I  am,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen,  Your  Obedient  Servant, 

ERNEST  WITHEPORD,  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 
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TABLE  1 


This  table,  given  below,  indicates  in  Parish  order,  many  of  the  main  details 
relating  to  the  Sanitary  circumstances  of  the  district,  as  follows  ; — • 


Area 

Census 

No.  of 

R.V. 

Piped 

Water 

Refuse  Sewage 
Collec-  Disposal 

Parish 

Acres 

1951 

Dwell. 

(£) 

Supply 

tion 

Aberford . 

1580 

710 

243 

3443 

227 

Yes 

Yes 

Acaster  Malbis  . 

1874 

959 

69 

1542 

50 

Yes 

No 

Acaster  Selby  . 

1542 

75 

17 

576 

14 

Yes 

No 

Appleton  Roebuck 

2914 

403 

127 

2429 

112 

Yes 

Yes 

Askham  Bryan  . 

2529 

419 

130 

3789 

113 

Yes 

Yes 

Askham  Richard  . 

982 

213 

40 

828 

31 

Yes 

No 

Austhorpe  . 

869 

314 

66 

6007 

66 

Yes 

Yes 

Barkston  Ash  . 

1168 

234 

80 

1089 

90 

Yes 

Yes 

Barwick-in-Elmet 

6535 

2908 

1205 

22423 

1152 

Yes 

Yes 

Biggin  . 

713 

123 

29 

248 

16 

Yes 

No 

Bilbrough  . 

1447 

188 

54 

1215 

46 

Yes 

Yes 

Bishopthorpe . 

705 

1182 

432 

7305 

429 

Yes 

Yes 

Bolton  Percy  . 

2334 

241 

76 

1099 

74 

Yes 

No 

Catterton  . 

742 

44 

8 

109 

8 

Yes 

No 

Colton  . 

1208 

151 

41 

638 

34 

Yes 

Yes 

Copmanthorpe  . 

1658 

736 

261 

3586 

261 

Yes 

Yes 

East  Tadcaster  . 

578 

2018 

630 

8551 

630 

Yes 

Yes 

Great  and  Little  Preston 

1039 

1197 

302 

4069 

302 

Yes 

Yes 

Grimston  . 

888 

47 

17 

533 

10 

Yes 

No 

Healaugh  . 

2771 

214 

68 

996 

68 

Yes 

Part 

Huddleston- with- 

Newthorpe 

1572 

108 

28 

436 

16 

Yes 

No 

Kirk  Fenton  . 

1977 

642 

221 

2941 

214 

Yes 

Yes 

Kirkby  Wharfe  . 

1239 

110 

33 

475 

27 

Yes 

No 

Lead  . 

1057 

34 

9 

91 

1 

Yes 

No 

Little  Fenton . 

781 

89 

21 

231 

19 

Yes 

No 

Ledsham  . 

1971 

236 

77 

1482 

22 

Yes 

Part 

Ledston  . 

1985 

412 

109 

3142 

98 

Yes 

Yes 

Lotherton-cum-Aberford 

1093 

302 

91 

1408 

89 

Yes 

Yes 

Micklefield  . 

1777 

1693 

611 

7195 

608 

Yes 

Yes 

Newton  Kyme  . 

1373 

158 

54 

1041 

46 

Yes 

No 

Oxton  . 

660 

48 

12 

461 

10 

Yes 

No 

Parlington  . 

1773 

164 

53 

521 

36 

Yes 

Yes 

Ryther-cum-Ozendyke  .... 

2707 

249 

83 

1206 

60 

Yes 

Part 

Saxton-cum- 

Scarthingwell 

2720 

299 

86 

1131 

73 

Yes 

Yes 

Sherburn-in-Elmet 

4859 

2686 

866 

17562 

850 

Yes 

Yes 

South  Milford  . 

3100 

1160 

374 

5000 

327 

Yes 

Yes 

Steeton  . 

1142 

38 

12 

321 

10 

Yes 

No 

Sturton  Grange  . 

877 

88 

9 

138 

6 

Yes 

No 

Stutton-cum-Hazlewood 

2795 

483 

129 

2060 

90 

Yes 

Part 

Swilbngton  . 

2585 

2027 

688 

12005 

682 

Yes 

Yes 

Towton  ...,  . 

887 

134 

36 

460 

36 

Yes 

Yes 

Ulleskelf  . 

1322 

1031 

206 

8727 

192 

Yes 

Yes 

West  Tadcaster  . 

1500 

2384 

725 

18272 

725 

Yes 

Yes 

75833 

26951 

CO 

CO 

156781 

7970 
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NEW  HOUSING  PROGRESS— 1955 


The  figure  of  New  Dwellings  constructed  during  the  year 
shows  a  marked  increase  over  the  previous  year.  This  is 
principally  due  to  the  completion  of  the  estates  at  Sherburn-in- 
Elmet  and  Great  Preston. 

The  estimated  total  number  of  applicants  for  the  tenancy 
of  Council  Houses  at  the  end  of  the  year  was  1,252,  and  the 
total  number  of  properties  controlled  by  the  Council  was  2,183. 

The  table  below  indicates,  in  Parish  order,  the  houses 
completed,  together  with  those  under  construction  at  the  end 


of  the  year. 


Parish 

New  houses 

completed 

Council  Private 

New  houses  being 

constructed 

Council  Private 

Adaptations 

Aberford  . 

— 

1 

- - 

1 

— 

Austhorpe . 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Barwick-in-Elmet 

2 

14 

14 

14 

— 

Bilbrough . 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Bishopthorpe  . . . 

12 

7 

— 

2 

4 

Colton  . 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Copmanthorpe  ... 

— 

8 

— 

5 

— 

Great  &  Little  Preston 

118 

3 

— 

— 

— 

Healaugh  . 

— 

2 

— 

1 

— 

Kirk  Fenton 

20 

1 

— 

1 

— 

Little  Fenton  ... 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Lotherton . 

— 

3 

— 

■ - 

— 

Micklefield 

44 

— 

2 

- - 

— 

Saxton  . 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Sherburn-in-Elmet 

76 

3 

— 

1 

— 

South  Milford  ... 

8 

3 

- - 

1 

— 

Steeton  . 

- - - 

1 

• - 

— 

— 

Stutton  . 

— 

2 

- - 

1 

- - 

Swillington 

54 

16 

4 

27 

— 

We.st  Tadcaster 

— 

4 

— 

4 

— 

334 

70 

20 

61 

4 

HOUSING  ACTS,  1936  to  1954 

Table  1  indicates  the  details  making  up  the  Council’s  Five 
Year  programme  in  connection  with  the  unfit  houses  throughout 
the  District.  This  programme  was  considered  by  a  special 
Sub-committee  of  the  Public  Health  and  Housing  Committees, 
in  October,  1954. 
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HOUSING  ACTS,  1936  to  1954 
TABLE  1 


Original 

No.  in 
confirmed 

Already  Remaining 

Total 

Survey 

orders  not 

dealt 

to  be 

to  be 

Parish 

Total 

rehoused 

with 

Represented  rehoused 

Aberford  . 

65 

— 

5 

60 

60 

Acaster  Malbis  . 

7 

4 

1 

2 

6 

Acaster  Selby  . 

1 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Appleton  Roebuck  . 

1 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Askbam  Bryan  . 

..  15 

— 

2 

13 

13 

Askham  Richard . 

1 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Austhorpe  . 

6 

— 

2 

4 

4 

Barkston  Ash  . 

..  21 

2 

13 

6 

8 

Barwick-in-Elmet  . 

..  31 

— 

11 

20 

20 

Biggin  . 

7 

2 

2 

3 

5 

Bilbrough  . 

7 

— 

1 

6 

6 

Bishopthorpe  . 

..  14 

— 

5 

9 

9 

Bolton  Percy  . 

...  3 

— 

— 

3 

3 

Catterton  . 

...  — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Colton  . 

...  5 

— 

1 

4 

4 

Copmanthorpe  . 

...  14 

— 

1 

13 

13 

East  Tadcaster  . 

...  59 

— 

3 

56 

56 

G.  and  L.  Preston  . 

...  195 

84 

50 

61 

145 

Grimston  . 

...  — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Healaugh  . 

...  6 

— 

— 

6 

6 

Huddleston-with-Newthorpe  1 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Kirk  Fenton  . 

...  18 

7 

4 

7 

14 

Kirkby  Wharfe  . 

1 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Lead  .  . 

...  — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Little  Fenton  . 

...  1 

1 

1 

— 

1 

Ledsham  . 

...  13 

1 

— 

12 

13 

Ledston  . 

...  8 

— 

1 

7 

7 

Lotherton-cum- Aberford 

...  17 

1 

7 

9 

10 

Micklefield  . 

...  21 

— 

— 

21 

21 

Newton  Kyme  . 

...  — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Oxton  . 

...  — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Parlington  . 

...  — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ryther-cum-Ozendyke 

.  .  8 

— 

— 

8 

8 

Saxton-cum-Scarthingwell 

16 

9 

7 

— 

9 

Sherburn-in-Elmet  . 

...  15 

3 

— 

12 

15 

South  Milford  . 

.  .  11 

— 

1 

10 

10 

Steeton  . 

...  — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Stiurton  Grange  . 

...  — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Stutton-cum-Hazelwood 

...  23 

— 

2 

21 

21 

SwiUington  . 

...  22 

— 

11 

11 

11 

Towton . 

...  3 

— 

1 

2 

2 

Ulleskelf  . 

...  13 

— 

6 

7 

7 

West  Tadcaster  . 

...  103 

— 

2 

101 

101 

Totals  . 

....  752 

114 

140 

499 

613 

28 


Table  2  gives  the  details  in  respect  of  the  Representation 
of  Individual  Unfit  Houses  submitted  during  the  year,  and 
subsequent  action  up  to  the  end  of  the  year.  It  also  shows  the 
number  of  houses  demolished  during  the  year  and  those  houses 
in  respect  of  which  undertakings  were  accepted  arising  out  of 
previous  action  by  the  Council. 


Table  2 


Parish 

No.  of 
Reps’ns 

Demolition 

Orders 

Undertakings 

Accepted 

Houses 

Demolished 

Acaster  Malbis  . 

■ — 

1 

— 

— 

Appleton  Roebuck 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Barwick-in-Elmet 

3 

5 

3 

— 

Bishopthorpe  . 

— 

9 

1 

— 

Copmanthorpe  . 

— 

1 

■ — 

— 

East  Tadcaster  . 

41 

12 

— 

— 

Great  and  Little  Preston 

6 

9 

■  — 

— 

Kirk  Fenton . 

■ — ■ 

6 

— 

— 

Little  Fenton  . 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Micklefield  . 

— 

51 

— 

— 

Sherburn-in-Elmet 

3 

4 

9 

2 

South  Milford  . 

— 

1 

4 

1 

Swillington  . 

15 

14 

1 

— 

West  Tadcaster  . 

14 

8 

— 

— 

82 

122 

18 

4 

HOUSING  ACT,  1936— PART  III— CLEARANCE  AREAS 


The  following  is  a  list  of  the  Clearance  Areas  submitted 


to  the  Council  during  the  year : — 

Parish 

No.  Of  Areas 

No.  of  Houses 

No.  Of  Persons 

Aberford  . 

1 

15 

29 

Great  and  Little  Preston 

1 

38 

103 

Lotherton  . 

1 

11 

24 

We.st  Tadcaster  . 

5 

54 

124 

8 

118 

280 

76  families  from  the 

Bowers  Row 

Clearance 

Area  and  38 

families  from  the  Great  Preston  Clearance  Area  were  re-housed 
during  the  year. 

Housing  Act,  1949 

The  Council  have  continued  to  make  grants  towards  the 
cost  of  improving  existing  housing  accommodation,  and  an 
increased  number  of  applications  are  being  received.  During 
the  year  50  were  considered  and  grants  approved  in  43  cases, 
and  in  7  cases  grants  were  not  approved.  21  hou.ses  were 
improved  during  the  year,  as  follows: — 
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Barkston  Ash  .  1 

Barwick-in-Elmet  .  1 

Biggin  .  1 

Copmanthorpe  .  2 

East  Tadcaster .  4 

Kirk  Fenton  .  1 

Lotherton  .  4 

Ryther  .  1 

Sherburn  .  1 

South  Milford  .  2 

Sturton  Grange .  1 

Towton  ...  .  1 

Ulleskelf  .  1 


21 


Housing  Repairs  and  Rents  Act,  1954 

Two  applications  for  Certificate  of  Disrepair  were  received 
and  considered  by  the  Council.  In  one  case  it  was  decided  that 
the  certificate  be  issued  and  in  the  other  the  application  was 
refused. 

DRAINAGE,  SEWERAGE  AND  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL 

The  following  parishes  are  provided  with  .sewerage  and 
sewage  disposal  facilities  : — 

Aberford,  Appleton  Roebuck,  Askham  Bryan,  Austhorpe, 
Barkston  Ash,  Barwick-in-Elmet,  Bishopthorpe,  Bilbrough, 
Colton,  Copmanthorpe,  East  Tadcaster,  Great  and  Little 
Preston,  Kirk  Fenton,  Ledston,  Lotherton,  Micklefield,  Parting¬ 
ton,  Saxton,  Sherburn-in-Elmet,  South  Milford,  Swillington, 
Towton,  Ulleskelf,  West  Tadcaster. 

Of  these  only  the  sewage  disposal  works  at  Askham  Bryan, 
Bilbrough,  Ledston  Luck,  Micklefield,  Sherburn-in-Elmet, 
Swillington,  and  Towton  can  be  regarded  as  being  up  to  modern 
standards. 

Drainage  facilities  are  afforded  by  the  Leeds  Corporation 
in  respect  of  the  Wellington  Hill  and  Seacroft  portions  of 
Barwick,  and  also  for  a  few  properties  in  Austhorpe.  A 
number  of  properties  at  Great  Preston  and  Swillington  Common 
are  drained  into  the  sewers  of  the  Garforth  Urban  District 
Council. 

Inadequacy  of  the  disposal  facilities  still  exists  in  some  of 
the  parishes,  due  to  works  being  obsolete  or  to  the  sewage 
receiving  tank  treatment  only. 

Several  schemes  have  been  prepared  in  the  post-war  years 
by  the  Council’s  Consultant  Engineer  and  your  own  Engineer 
and  Surveyor,  and  the  position  regarding  these  schemes  at  the 
end  of  the  year  was  as  follows : — 
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Appleton  Roebuck,  Bolton  Percy  and  Ulleskelf :  One  Scheme 
— Inquiry  held  during  year  but  outcome  not  yet  known. 

Barkston  Ash,  Saxton  and  Church  F’enton :  One  Scheme — 
approved,  but  commencement  still  deferred  owing  to  economic 
situation. 

Bishopthorpe  and  Copmanthorpe  :  One  Scheme — approved  ; 
tenders  for  work  received  late  in  year. 

East  and  West  Tadcaster  and  Stutton :  One  Scheme — 
Inquiry  held  by  Minister  in  1954.  The  Minister  has  requested 
the  Council’s  Consultant  Engineer  to  supply  him  with  further 
details. 

Barwick :  One  Scheme  (to  replace  the  three  old  and 
inadequate  works  at  Barwick,  Scholes  and  Arthursdale)  and  to 
provide  new  sewers — revised  details  submitted  to  the  Minister 
at  his  request. 

Ledston  Luck ;  One  Scheme — completed  during  year. 

Ledsham :  One  Scheme  to  provide  complete  new  works  and 
sewers  for  the  village — revised  scheme  submitted  to  the  Minister 
at  his  request. 

Sherburn  and  South  Milford :  Joint  Scheme  to  be  prepared 
by  the  Council’s  Engineer  and  Surveyor. 

Some  of  the  smaller  parishes  still  lack  these  amenities,  but 
no  doubt  they  will  be  considered  when  the  time  is  opportune, 
particularly  in  respect  of  Acaster  Malbis,  Askham  Richard, 
Healaugh  and  Newthorpe.  In  parishes  like  Newton  Kyme  and 
Ryther  the  properties  are  widely  scattered  and  the  possibility 
of  them  being  sewered  is  very  remote. 

PRIVY  REPLACEMENTS 

The  Council  have  continued  to  make  provision  in  the  annual 
estimates  for  the  replacement  of  existing  privies  and  pail  closets, 
approx.  £1,200  being  available  for  this  purpose.  Although  the 
work  has  proceeded  steadily  throughout  the  year,  the 
Department  is  not  pressing  owners  to  carry  out  replacements 
in  those  parts  of  the  District  where  the  requisite  facilities  are 
lacking. 

It  is  pleasing  to  report  that  it  was  possible  to  carry  out 
privy  replacements  to  three  terraces  of  houses  in  Micklefield, 
the  work  having  previously  been  held  up  owing  to  the  water 
situation. 

Replacements  can  be  done  in  two  ways,  viz. : — 

(a)  By  the  service  of  Statutory  Notices  under  Section  47 
of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  the  Council  being  required  to 
pay  one  half  of  the  cost  of  the  work  reasonably  inciarred,  and 

(b)  By  owners  voluntarily  carrying  out  the  work,  in  which 
case,  the  Council  make  a  grant  towards  the  cost.  At  the  present 
time,  the  grant  is  fourteen  pounds  per  replacement. 
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A  grant  is  also  available  as  part  of  major  improvements 
carried  out  under  the  provisions  of  the  Housing  Act  of  1949. 

121  replacements  were  carried  out  during  the  year,  as 


follows  :• — 

Askham  Bryan .  2 

Barwick  .  5 

Bilbrough  .  4 

Bishopthorpe  .  5 

Bolton  Percy  .  1 

Great  and  Little  Preston .  2 

Huddleston  .  1 

Kirk  Fenton  .  2 

Kirkby  Wharfe .  1 

Little  Fenton  .  1 

Ledsham  .  3 

Ledston  .  1 

Lotherton  .  4 

Micklefield .  70 

Ryther  .  2 

Saxton  .  1 

Sherburn  .  3 

South  Milford  .  7 

Stutton  .  1 

Swillington  .  3 

Ulleskelf  . • .  2 


121 

WATER  SUPPLY 

In  addition  to  the  Council’s  own  supply  from  Bilbrough. 
water  is  purchased  in  bulk  from  two  other  water  undertakings, 
viz. : — the  Leeds  Corporation  and  the  York  Waterworks 
Company.  A  description  of  the  various  water  supplies,  both 
public  and  private,  is  given  below : — 

Leeds  Corporation — Upland  Surface  Water 

This  water  is  derived  from  impounding  reservoirs  owned 
by  the  Corporation  and  situate  to  the  north-east  of  the  city  at 
Fewston,  Swinsty  and  Masham.  It  is  purchased  in  bulk  by 
your  Council  and  distributed  to  the  following  parishes : — 

Aberford,  Austhorpe,  Barkston  Ash,  Barwick-in-Elmet. 
Great  and  Little  Preston,  Kirk  Fenton,  Lead,  Ledston,  Little 
Fenton,  Lotherton,  Micklefield,  Parlington,  Saxton,  Sherburn-in- 
Elmet,  South  Milford,  Sturton  Grange,  and  Swillington. 

The  water  is  very  soft  and  extremely  suitable  for  domestic 
use.  It  is  filtered  and  chlorinated  by  the  Corporation. 

Two  samples  of  this  water  were  examined  for  plumbo- 
solvency  but  both  were  negative. 
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Tadcaster  Public  Supply 

This  water  is  derived  from  a  deep  bore-hole  and  deep  well 
at  Bilbrough,  the  following  parishes  being  supplied  from  this 
source : — 

Bilbrough,  Catterton,  East  Tadcaster,  Grimston,  Healaugh, 
Kirkby  Wharfe,  Newton  Kyme,  Oxton,  Ryther,  Steeton,  Stutton, 
Towton,  Ulleskelf,  and  West  Tadcaster. 

In  its  raw  state,  the  water  is  rather  hard  (22-24  deg.)  but 
is  treated  by  a  softening  plant  to  give  a  figure  of  hardness  of 
6  to  8  deg.  In  addition  to  softening,  this  water  is  chlorinated. 

During  the  year  11  samples  were  submitted  for  bacteriologi¬ 
cal  examination,  all  of  which  were  satisfactory.  Two  samples 
taken  for  chemical  analysis  were  also  satisfactory. 

During  the  year  the  Council’s  Engineer  and  Surveyor- 
prepared  a  scheme  to  implement  the  Tadcaster  water  area. 
This  scheme  involves  the  laying  of  a  trunk  main  from  the  Leeds 
city  boundary  eastwards  along  road  A.64  to  Tadcaster,  with 
the  provision  of  a  small  reservoir  at  Hazlewood.  When 
completed,  the  Tadcaster  area  will  be  supplied  by  the  Leeds 
Corporation. 

York  Waterworks  Company 

This  water  is  derived  from  the  river  Ouse  at  Clifton,  York, 
and  is  purchased  in  bulk  by  the  Council.  It  is  distributed  to 
the  following  parishes  : — 

Acaster  Malbis,  Acaster  Selby,  Appleton  Roebuck,  Askham 
Bryan,  Bolton  Percy,  Colton,  and  Copmanthorpe.  The  parish 
of  Bishopthorpe  is  supplied  direct  by  the  Company. 

It  is  possible,  however,  for  the  above  parishes  with  the 
exception  of  Bishopthorpe  and  Acaster  Malbis,  to  be  supplied 
from  the  Council’s  own  supply  at  Bilbrough. 

The  water  is  filtered  and  chlorinated  by  the  York 
Waterworks  Company,  and  has  a  hardness  figure  of  12-14  deg. 

Other  Public  Supplies 

In  the  parish  of  Ledsham,  28  houses  in  the  village  of 
Newton  are  supplied  with  water  from  Pontefract. 

The  supply  at  Askham  Richard  was  taken  over  by  the 
Council  during  the  year,  having  formerly  being  under  the  control 
of  the  Ministry  of  Works.  This  supply  is  from  a  bore-hole  to 
the  eastern  side  of  the  village,  and  is  chlorinated.  Six  samples 
were  taken  for  bacteriological  examination,  five  of  them  being 
satisfactory.  The  unsatisfactory  sample  was  due  to  the 
chlorinator  being  temporarily  out  of  action. 

This  water  is  .supplied  to  the  village  and  H.M.  Prison. 

Ledsham  Village 

This  village  is  now  supplied  by  water  from  your  Council's 
mains,  the  old  private  supply  controlled  by  the  estate  having 
been  superseded.  The  supply  is  that  of  the  Leeds  Corporation. 
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Private  Supplies 

The  British  Transport  Commission  continue  to  supply  a 
number  of  their  properties  in  the  parishes  of  Sherburn  and 
South  Milford.  The  water  is  derived  from  a  bore-hole  near 
Milford  Junction  and  the  supply  has  been  satisfactory  both  in 
quality  and  quantity. 

There  are  also  a  small  number  of  private  supplies  still 
supplying  piped  water  to  isolated  groups  of  houses,  mainly  in 
the  parishes  of  Bolton  Percy,  Newton  Kyme  and  Stutton,  the 
quality  of  these  waters  has  been  found  to  be  satisfactory. 


REFUSE  COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSAL 


Organization 

At  the  present  time  the  district  is  divided  into  seven  areas, 
each  being  served  by  a  vehicle  and  a  team  of  men.  The  ai'eas 
are  :• — 


Ainsty. 

Tadcaster  (plus 
Bishopthorpe  and 
Church  Fenton). 
Barwick. 

Aberford  and 
Micklefleld. 
Sherburn  and 
South  Milford. 
Great  Preston  and 
Swillington. 
Church  Fenton. 


Dennis  7  cu.  yd.  vehicle  and  three  men. 

S.  &  D.  18  cu.  yd.  Fore  and  Aft  Tipper,  and 
four  men.  This  vehicle  is  engaged  solely 
on  the  emptying  of  dust  bins. 

Dennis  7  cu.  yd.  vehicle  and  three  men. 
Dennis  7  cu.  yd.  vehicle  and  three  men. 

Dennis  10  cu.  yd.  vehicle  and  three  men. 

Dennis  7  cu.  yd.  vehicle  and  three  men,  plus 
one  man  for  one  day  to  wheel  out  dust  bins. 
Fordson  7  cu.  yd.  vehicle  and  three  men. 


In  addition  to  the  usual  service  for  domestic  premises, 
refuse  is  collected  from  Church  Fenton  Aerodrome. 


Collection  Period 

The  period  of  collection  varies  according  to  the  type  of  the 
district,  but  for  dust  bins  it  is  generally  from  seven  to  fourteen 
days.  In  the  colliery  districts  the  dust  bins  are  emptied  every 
seven  days.  It  is  your  Council’s  wish  and  intention  that 
eventually  all  the  dust  bins  in  the  district  will  be  emptied  ever.v 
seven  days. 

Pail  closets  are  emptied  weekly  wherever  possible,  and 
ashpits  from  four  to  eight  weeks  dei>ending  on  the  location  and 
size. 

Difficulties  arise  at  various  times  of  the  year  due  to 
holidays,  and  ab.sence  of  employees  due  to  sickness  and  accidents. 

A  full  labour  force  was  maintained  for  most  of  the  year, 
and  the  Council  have  adopted  in  full  the  Wages  and  Service 
conditions  of  the  Joint  Industrial  Council.  The  total  number  of 
men  emplo.ved  is  28. 
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Disposal 

Refuse  is  disposed  of  by  tipping  at  various  tips  throughout 
the  area.  A  small  amount  of  night  soil  is  tipped  on  agricultural 
land.  The  tips  are  situated  at  Aberford,  Barwick,  East 
Tadcaster,  Micklefield,  Sherburn,  Swillington,  and  Towton ;  the 
tips  being  generally  in  a  fair  condition.  During  the  hot  dry 
weather  of  the  summer,  two  serious  fires  on  the  tips  had  to  be 
dealt  with. 

Salvage  of  Waste  Paper 

During  the  year,  48  Tons  9i  Cwts.  of  Waste  Paper  were 
sold,  the  value  being  £402  Is.  3d.  The  price  of  waste  paper  is 
still  rather  low. 

FOOD  ADMINISTRATION 

Meat  Inspection 
Sherburn  Bacon  Factory 

During  the  year,  your  Sanitary  Inspectors  made  321  visits 
to  the  Factory  for  the  purpose  of  Meat  Inspection,  and  66i  hours 
of  overtime  were  worked. 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  number  of  Pigs  killed, 
together  with  the  amount  of  meat  condemned : — 

Total  number  of  pigs  killed  ...  105,870 

Condemned  .  92  Whole  Carcases. 

128  Part  Carcases. 
4,631  Heads. 

2,862  Guts. 

5,735  Plucks. 

The  number  of  pigs  killed  is  much  lower  than  the  previous 
year. 

Private  Slaughter  Houses 

During  the  year,  736  visits  were  made  to  Slaughterhouses 
for  meat  imspection,  and  in  the  period,  70^  hours  of  overtime 
were  worked.  The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  number  of 
animals  killed,  together  with  the  estimated  weight  of  meat 
condemned : — 

536  Bullocks. 

82  Heifers. 

5  Cows.  Estimated  weight  condemned  :  20  cwts 

15  Calves. 

446  Sheep. 

596  Pigs. 

At  the  present  time  there  are  11  licen.sed  private  slaughter¬ 
houses  in  the  district. 

General 

Seven  emergency  slaughters  were  notified  and  the  carcases 
and  organs  of  2  cows,  3  pigs  and  2  calves  Inspected.  The  carca.ses 
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and  organs  of  two  pigs  and  one  calf  were  condemned,  the  others 
being  passed  as  fit  for  food. 

Nine  visits  were  made  to  inspect  various  unsound  foods  and 
the  following  were  condemned  : — 

19  Tins  miscellaneous  foods. 

12  lbs.  Fish. 

40  lbs.  Frozen  Liver. 

154  Cartons  of  Orange  Squash. 

54  visits  were  made  to  food  preparing  premises,  bakehouses, 
butchers’  shops,  fried  fish  premises,  etc.,  the  general  standard 
of  cleanliness  being  good. 

Ice  Cream 

47  premises  were  registered  at  the  end  of  the  year,  three 
of  these  being  producer-retailers.  13  visits  were  made  to  ice 
cream  premises,  and  3  samples  submitted  for  bacteriological 
examination.  These  samples  were  reported  as  satisfactory. 
Almost  all  the  ice  cream  sold  in  the  district  is  now  pre-packed. 

GENERAL  SANITATION 
Abatement  of  Nuisances,  etc. 

During  the  year  1  Statutory  and  32  Informal  Notices  were 
served,  requiring  the  abatement  of  nuisances,  etc.  Altogether 
27  were  abated,  these  being  roof  repairs;  the  remedying  of 
dampness;  repairs  to  floors,  gutters,  fallpipes,  windows,  fire¬ 
places,  closets,  etc.,  and  the  cleansing  of  blocked  drains. 

Disinfection,  etc. 

Four  houses  were  disinfected  following  cases  of  infectious 
disease,  and  32  visits  were  made  to  premises  in  connection  with 
vermin  infestation. 

Factories  Acts 

33  visits  and  inspections  were  made  in  respect  of  factories 
and  the  general  standard  of  cleanliness  was  fairly  good. 

Rodent  Control 

During  the  year  the  Council’s  Rodent  Operative  made  723 
visits  for  the  purpose  of  rodent  control  to  Council  properties 
(refuse  tips,  sewerage  systems  and  sewage  disposal  works), 
private  properties,  and  farms,  etc.  A  portion  of  his  time  was 
devoted  to  assisting  in  the  refuse  collection  service  when  other 
employees  were  absent  due  to  sickness  or  holidays. 

Cesspool  Emptying 

The  requests  for  this  service  continue  to  increase,  and  142 
cesspools  were  emptied  during  the  year.  This  service  is 
generally  appreciated  by  many  occupiers  of  premises  which  are 
not  served  by  any  system  of  sewers.  A  charge  is  made  for  the 
service,  being  based  on  the  rateable  value  of  the  property. 
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